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R K. NARAYAN'S THE FINANCIAL EXPERT: A JOURNEY OF MARGAYYA

Bamdal V. 5
Department of English, R. B. Aital College, Geornl, Dist. Beed (M.S.)
vijay kot banda 12 (3 prra L eedn

ABSTRACT

RE Narpuw's The Financiel Expert s o masterpiose ond the selifng i provided &y wirious locelities in
Muolgudi which appeur @i re-appear i the movel. Margana i the finoeolad exprerd and the central chrocter
of the movel A2 HM Willloms sayx, “The Finaocio! Expert s @ marvel of plof coartrwciion. ™ Liv ffve parts
carregpondingly represent the five acty of an Eliznbethen drama, [t felly the story of the rive and foll of
Margayya, the fimancial expert. Argoyya thows the ‘Marg' or the way to atkers, He iy the financial wizard and
an expert in financiel matters. Walsh cally Margmva, the hero of the movel, “ProboblyNargwens s gresfest
simgle contic creaiton ™. Margaysa {8 o humas bereg lbe sis, Like o broading philoraplier, ke pemeralizes his
Jeelimpy about the role o money In e “Maney alone 7 importiand in thit world, Everpihing elve mill come fo
wr marwraily i we kave moary 8 owr parie.

Keyward: Money, Tndian family, Social customa

INTRODUCTION

The Fimanclal Expert s & novel written by R, K. Neryan in 1952, Willism Walsh hails Margayys, the hero of
the novel ns “probably Narayan's grestest aisgle comic ereation.™ {Ghosh, hitpofwww. shareyourcssays.com) 1§
was ‘wrilten in five parts carresponding to ihe five Acts of an Eltzmbethan drama. 1 {8 the story of e rise and
fall of Margayyn, the fimancial wizard, His name was Krishia, but he i populacty known as Margayys. He
himnsel seems to have forgoticn his original mme, for be gigns his neme "Margayya® in legal documents.
Explalsing the mesning of the term, 'Naraysn informs us that it is derived from the compound of "Margn® and
"Ayya’', "Marga" meams the way and 'Ayya’ i the bonorific suffix. Tnken together it desotes who shows the
way. Margzyya, in Eoct, first finds his own way to fineneial prosperity, and thereafter he shows the way out to
those in fimamcial trouble.' However, the alm of this research paper is going 1o focus on the slory of Margayya.

Murgayya as om ordinary money-lender
Tha oeetrnl character, Margayyva as an ardenary mesey-lender starts lis business under o basvan tree i froal of

The Ceriral Co-operative Land Martgage Bank in order to advise vitlagers of Malgudi in getting Yoans from the
Co-operative Bank, His excessive degire for mangy causes him 1o stop this business and to cherish and parsue
dreanm of wealih and power, Ta him money alone matters in fife like air and food. This grand thoughl ol getfing
mare money leads him te perform pefs to Lalohmd, the Goddess of wealth. This episcde makes fale to bless
Margayya and he climbs up the ladder of money making. Tt indicwtes ihat money wizard Margayya bas strong
faith in God and Goddess, and it suggests lus sature,

Muargayya as an Indian Fatherhood

Beging b represcitative of the ladias fstherhood Margayya siows his prominens interest in the development and
growth ol his son, Bajy He wishes 1o semd his son to Amevics for higher educstion alter completion of
graduation in Malgusdi, But Baly hates education and dissppears from Makgudi which makes Margayys pathetic.
[t reflects emotioral and sentinsental aftnchment betwiesn Margayya a5 o fuiber and Balu, a5 3 von. Margaya s a
symbol of paterpal love and affection. Unsble to tolerate Balu's dissppearance, his mother Mecmaiohi and
others force Margayya to lesve for Madms sad Marmrgayya ts helped by the police inspectar in ibe search of his
somn. Parents in Indian femily contest siways think of the welfare and progress of their sen. Balu's coming back
to Malpadi 5 a source of Meenakshi's boundless bappmess. Here, Narayan presents Indinn fstherhood and
imditherly nifection throwgh the cpisode of Balus"s dissppesrance

Episode of Hindu Marriage

Margayyn's search for o girl for his soa's marrisge shows the traditios beund and horoscope-masching Hinda
society, Adter a long sesrch Margayya decides 1o setthe Balu by amanging the wedlock with Brinda, o danghter
of the owner of ten-estate in Mempi-Hills. When the boroscope does not maich he keeps himsedf quiet frum the
old beliefi in the planets. He thanks that astraloger's advice & a formalicy and shows his fuith in hard work The
whele rpisode presents bim &3 a man of progrexsive ideas. The growth and development of Margayya is
paralleled with the growth of Malgudi. Wish the belp of Dr. Pul Margayya siarts his business of money lending
and opens his office at 10, Market Road He beging 10 got deposits on (wenty percent interest and keopa
couring moaey Gl midaight. There are different calculstions in Marpayya's mind during kis mesl.

T
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lmmge of Endion Wil

mm'*““‘l_“}?"l wife, worrses shout his bl As un lndins woran ehie slways ks ol hei lnsslarsd‘s
"""l_rh"'-‘- snd worries wver s thin appruruege, Meenakohi®s sibaide towands by hoshainl presevss il nataie i
Indian wonan-hood. Margayya brings nsaney in sacks in the oo, The clenent ol olamoe Teings o bevsk in
Maorgayya's happy life. Maln®s densand of o share i propenty leaves Mugayya slioschod Lo the comigmimy ol Ty
Pal, Baby follows lmorsl ways of e ond refases s pave sberdjon lowarids e wile ool s Il s lsal 18
the cuimpany of hasty gick. The wheel of forune tums s Rl circle. Suspecting D, 1%0% vole an Dala's Iife,
Margayya beats [r, Pal. However, the evil by hegin  pisc s the conrse of Margayya’s lile The depisitions
slort o wibdraw their monsy from Margoyya's benk us persssded sl prompted by D, Pal, The ol of the
episods shows Balu's coming back 1o the alid howse from biv vt witli lis wife ssil Jilil sl lielploss momsey

wiznrd begans by old profcssbon of o financer wnder the hanyan tree, which sliws bow Narayan teeats lis
recarrent fheme roumn of the pative

Margnyys and Dr, Pal

Marguyya has lost everything and is about to refurn to ihe hanyan tree where he stanted o play e rale of
finarcisl expert, The element of chance lands Mhin  docp distrea, The cyclical sirmerire uf ihe mivel b
analytial of fhe rocusrent theres of revurn of the paiive, 10 relless ihe yeality thal e fisal mcass wre pumishicd.
The novel iy dominaed by ils¢ economiz motivalbon snd love Margayyn o buvinos eraisact e under banyan
tree becomes @ noble man in money lending profession bt Margayya doos mol change, His decisin g hack
1o the banyan iree suggests staring e afrcsh anid bopefully, The twa fmpocund docidmg feces Dr. Pal's
mmeelsng with Margayya ond Dy, Paul's mecting wilh Talu are ibe stokes of comcidence. The procoding loce
symboelizes (e caase of prospenity ond @ valees the profession of Margayya os a lmancial eapet, The sxond
decideng foree & the chance mocting ol Dr. Mal with drenken als, shich Mangeyys feels will lesd b the

financial min The coincidence in movel cirbes doultle nseaneng, Thus coinvidence stangds Tor prospoody as well
an ndversaty. 18 remains 8 bood of good omd bad im life,

Epliode of Father- Son Relatbomblp:

Maragayya's action, right from the beginning i poshed forwaeed by the sameness of parpose. The indlind coreer
of Marngayya as a small moncylendeor under a bamyan troe figes the tome of the novel, The religivus atliindes of
the comenan people iy shared by Marpsyys, Ha meditation fo pacily Loxmi, e Goddess of wealth to extenid hils
fimancial froetiers shows that Be believes in astrdogy amd that @ whes the plot Deher, H‘.u;p:.':m, fiv A MI-H"“.I'-
mystic and TNinancial wizard geoves the novel Tantastie colourimg The tise of Mangayyo gs 0 money lender shows
monstrosdty, The cegamic unity of constructian i nol permdied 1o be marnel by Balu- D Pal oxiv On the alker
hand its very opisnde ond poreonage in e Flaancin! Egrer? imtends (o forsoed the plol amd olsorves the hn.Hr
4:|-I'|u1]:rrr:||.|in|:|u'. e Finencial Expert pictatcs baman relationsbsp which omes the strochere of the novel, The
maiddlo-chign Family in the locale Bke Malgudi is o constiiuent of Margayya®s partmynl. Thus, the nove! deals
with the lather-gon eelationship in s prychological manner.

The Reallstle Character Margayya:
Margayya is the central character of the novel, whoee real name is Krishna, He bhas gradusbly got into the habit
of signing b rame Margayya even i legal documents and cvoryone else 2lio calls him so, Literally,

.. dhe word Margayya being & derrvative of the word Mangs wilh Ayya as an
banorific  eoffic meamd  ‘the ose  who ghows  the  way'
[hitp=fetheses. seurashtrauniversiy edu il SIH]

The full sigrificance of his name is expleined by the movelist himself in the beginning of the book, ‘e showed
the way out to thoss in financial troubles. And in all those villages that by within a hundred-mile radis of
Malgadi was there anyone who could honestly declare that he was mot in finunciad difficulties’ [TFE 1952, p
2-3] The multiple irony of his nickname mirrors before us very clesrly thal the porson whvo shows e people the
way oul of their financial probdems, does not himsell disploy encugh skill in mamging tbe money he has
suddsnly exmed.
Margayyx: Economic Positlen
Margayys curses himsedl for his low economic position, and geswinely fecls that the world freals him whb
i and comempt because be has no money. He is very ogilated, as il he had made s new and startling
discovery, Mach I'I'l.I.H.I_‘Hﬂ! _n:lftn* miysterious actioes of tbowing bis scconmt book into the guiser by his son
Balu, he sccks refuge in refigin. The entre claborate cpisode of the Lokshami - Worship at ihie behest of the
pricst and its coincidental mitoes, is boih irossc in natere and bas alio o touch of famtayy about i which does
nof sirain the normalfy superstitions resder's willing suspensian of disbeliel excessively, This Is sceuslly the

— —
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manner in which Narayan himself guided the people of kis region, although e wis no bank officer yet he wos
good @t accounting and moncy manragement, end so he helped the peedy with sdvice free of cost. Telling his
wifie about the threat beld out to him by the secrctary of the cooperative Bank, he says: ‘He has every right
because he has more money, authority, dress, locks above all, more moscy. s money which gives peaple all
this. Meney alone is lmportant &n this wordd. Everything else will come to us naturally, if we have money in our
purse.” [p. 17] Margayya is the product of a bourpeols socicty where money holds the sway in all walks of life,
st a5 Nomynn was 0 peoduct of his soclety which reflects the same thought. Becoming chsessed with the
pursit of money, he reflects:; ‘Peeple did anything for money. Money was man's groatest nesd, like l!.'l:r I:I-l‘:l'ﬂ-?l.l
People wenl o horrifying lengihs for its sake, Hke collecting rent on & dend body: yet this didn strike
Margayya in his present mood as so harribbe as sometling to be narveled st It kel him admiring the power and
dynamism of money, its capacity to make people do strange deeds.” [p. 22] In ks view 'If money was absent
men came near being beasts.” [p. 27] He often reflected an the power of money: ‘peuple did anything for
money,.. Obsessed with the thought of money, Margayya falls vicim 10 its overbearing influence. His
mmiesdiate concern was to aitoin material benefits, such o3 unkimited sffloence, foreign studies for Balu, his only
som, his possible marriape with & judge’s daughier, and the realization of the pext genemtion of aristocrats in his
family, flled his mind naght and day, His only salvation lay in acquiring the riches he coveted. A pricst appears
b readd bis mind and ke tells Margayyn: *Wealih doss not come ithe way of people who adopt hall-bearted
measures. It comes anly to those who pray for it single mindedly with no other thought.” [p. 29] All vibrations
of B.K. Narsyan's thought can be seen in the protapanist. The best way o fulfill ks desire, be presumed, would
be 1o consult the lemple pricst.

Maorgayya: Mytholgy and Cultue

Margayyn sought the priest out and waited patiently for an appoetmity to confide in him. The atmasphere in the
temple on that laie cvening swayed his mind towerds the mysterious and awesome superiority of pods aned
goddesses of his culture. The priest tells Margayya the significance of Puja (ritual worship conducted to appease
the Hindu pantheon of pods or goddesses) to obinin one's alms and objectives. Margayya, a5 he sat in the
sanclorum, teflocts on the image of Humuman, ihe God of powss, the son of Wind. According to tradition this
Ciod had pressed ane foot on the very spot where the sheine now stood, sprang across space and ocean and
landed in Lanka.., “there to destroy Hovana, o king with ten beads snd twenty honds, who was Oppeessing
mankind and had abdacted Rama's wife Seetha.’ [p. 33] Even the legends and myths, as comtoined in the
puranay are mere Blustratioss of the moral and spiritaal trulhs enancinted in the Fedas each forms a part and
parcel of o toral life and is indispensable for the sitsinment of o four- square understnnding of existence. When
Margayyn refuses to drink the tumbler of milk, ibe priest sdmonfshes him thus: "Milk is ope of the forms of
Coddess Lakshmi, the goddess of Weslth, When you reject it or treat it indifferently, it means yau reject her,
8he i5 a Goddess, who always stuys on the tip of ber toes all the thme, ever ready to turn and run away, There
fire ways u_E woming and keeping ber, When she graces a house with ber presence. the master of the house
becomes distinguished, famous and very wealiby. Margayys's reaction is typical, He “reverently touched the
tuishler and very respectfully drank mitk, aking care pot to spill even o drap.” [n. 35) The prisst also relstes the
stary of Kubera, from the Mahabharatn, who hod 10 go theough an arducus penance in order to stone the spilling
of o drop -ﬂr_l:l'l.m.' en the foor of his palace. Usabls 1o hold back eny longes, Margayya requests the priest, I
wanl to acquire wealth, Can you show me o way? | will do anything you suggest.' [p. 35] Margayya's altitade i

u fine exnmple of ihe human tendency of b ing desperaie 1o realize one’s ambiti £
y e e CCOming one's v, often overlooking the

”Mu'lmnn n financial wizard
argayyu, the financial wizard, i very much in need of fnanclal idance himself,
Balu, has thrown his listle box containing his cash books into Hiup:r“: ﬁ'.alihl:r
wlld%w:mtmpm:mmmm,Mﬂ:mhm
his pasticular et has signifier in view of Murayan's belief in ratitions and E owed
blindly by him 1o please the Goddess Laxmi 1o gain mmt#ﬁmﬁ is by 5 Ehmmﬁm::mh

happens to meet Dr. Pal, who calis himself s socinlogist, and who has entit]
! \ : . authored i L
Life ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂgmm Huppinets, Dr, Fal literally forces the seript on Hn:;nuihrlglaiiﬁ.ﬂllm 1Hﬂtﬁ:i
h:uhﬂl'm % Eﬂhh it Margayya takes the script to s prister named Madan Lal who gets so interested kn ft that
ke wﬁh“;_znlfummﬁbmm'mpmurmwhﬁnmﬂmuiufmhur.hn-flhmﬁ'm
showvers bis blesings n one form o 1, ﬂf"’m’”’ hnlindh oy wﬂfmh oy amdtne gy i
o oy : Wi of money, Margayya's attitude 1o money
M quase-mystical The more he meditates o the quesiion of interest thas mﬁi}ln: :nlm the more il

of ereation, [t combined in ji fhe mystery of birtl and muhiplication. Every
]
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rupee, Margaym felt, contained in it peed of anather nupee and thai seed in it another seed and so on and on 1o
infirdty, It was something like the firmamesd, "enelless Stars and within each stars an endleis firmament and
within each a fisriber endless... It bordered on mystic perception. It gave him the feeling of being part of an
nfisile exisience.” [p. 94] Margayya Parts Campany with Madan Lal gets hes share and quits, Dr. Pal agsin
helps him 1o stan anew his buginess of mosey lending, Margayya tells Gury Raj "Guru Raj, money is I
ipreatest facioe in life and the most (1 wed. People don't know how to tend it how 10 mamre it, how to waler it,
how to make o o, &nd when to phick iis Nowers and when to plack iks fnaits. Whast most people do i o try
and et the plant ieself * [p. 102] Ax o father Margayyn failed a5 2 result has sen Balu goes astray, he nans away
fram home. He does nol feed the loss of his son due o hds own money-making adventares: ‘His afMuence, his
bank balance, buoyed him ap and made him bear (he loes of thear son. He lived in a sort of rediance which made
it possible for him to pal up with aoything.” [p. 121] But his wife's condition prompes him to go 10 Madrs to
leak for Bals whire he does find him and brings him back.

The climax: Margayya's Mibfortune
The climax of Margayyn's misfortane in this sphere of his life cames when ihe boy simply runs away from
Malgadi. Baln symbolically suggests Margsyyn's less sllention towards his famity. Omoe may witness
Margayya's notion of devistion projected in hés son, Balu's marriage. In ths course oF his railway journey to
Madras, Margayys, with the help of the police mspector, finds Balu i a cinemna house working a3 an
advertisement boy, Balu, with bis falber, returns to Malgueli where Meenakaki roceives him with joy. The
b maney minded Margayym feels greatly Maibered snd puffs up with pride when be receives & seore of matrimonial
offers for his son. Irealcally, Bowever, the brillianl rise-of festuse tms Into the meteoric fall of misfortune as
well. The Gl of Margayya, wonically soems 1o have been acted gaickly by his son, Baky, Balu's important role
in Margayya"s fall shochs mol enby his father but also everybody by asking for his share of ancestral prepery.
Margayya declires insolvency as, there seemes o be no end o 1ke demands of clients for their depoasits back.
The wanic realization of insalveacy indicates Margayya's total ll in life The sarrstor exploins: ‘Margayys
coiald $34 wp mo knger. He ust flung homself down on tbe Noar beside (he window, Mo air could come in. There
were terrifying faces all arpund and babble of voices, and aver it all come ihe ery of an {ce-crenm podlas: [oe
Cream. boe Cream for thirst! as his bedl tinkled.” [p. 176] The fall of Margayya, in tnee sense, resembles the fall
of the king Midas in o Godden Torch who found it impossible 1o e21 the Tood. Likewise, Margnyyn also lost his
desire for food. IT ihe fall is combdered the effect of Mergeyya's rejection of Sammewati, it may equally be
considerad the conseguence of Marpayya's ndifference 1o hiz wile who o the Indian tradsison B given
importance a3 the Laxmi in the haite

The charaeler of Marpayya may be considered {rom the two poleds of views potitive and negative, When lse
degires 0 have meve money i arder to gain socisl and fnaseis] status Masgayya consalts the temple pricst. On
the advice of the priest he perfonms the pu@ to 1be goddess: of wealth, Lakshmi for forty dayve. All this shows
Margzyyn a conventional man who valoes spiritusl power. He seems (0 be selfish and oplimistic. Margayys
obliges and respects Hindu rituals and rites. He wills t9 go o Banaras on foet. He dissespects nstrologer’s
opinions on Heinda's borcscope. Margsyya decidss {0 marry his son wath Brinda even though the two
hoeoscopes do net maick. He is of the opinios that consulling the astrologer is just o formalily. Margayya's
progressive ideas and moedern outlooks are noticed. Margayyd is projected under the influence of materialism,
He is haunted by the thought of money and estimates everything in termd of money, Hin wife, Mecnakahi i
nloays worricd sbout her 2on, Balu. Her anxbety & the welfare of her hashand, There are various themes
discusicd im the novel such na father-som relationship, mother-son relationship, man to man relstionship,
geasration gap, modernity verses tradition and theme of rebellion. The theme of father-son relatianship is
presenied in ix complete form, in which Margayyn; Balu®s father gives very much importance to mothing except
mamey in his life, He admits bas son Balu in tbe convent school to show peaple around him that be s 8 won of &
rich Margayya fhmily, Balu's fallure in 5.L.C, cxamination and news of kis denih make Margayya disgusied
and pathetic which andeslines father’s emotional stackment. Haky's mather Meenakshi is 3 woman of profoend
and broader heast who abways woeried abowt her son, She becomes extremely pathetic when ber som, Bals
cisappears from paresl’s rooll She merely said: “Tell me sboust Balu, That is what | need, not clothes, when
Mocaakahl hears the news of kis desth she burst bilo tears.’ [p. 147] The relstionship between Margayya and
Dr. Pal s complicated and it shows: that they ore attacked to each otber for their individual interests, Their
sitachment L maney h::h-lnm te propiate the poddess Lakshmd. Undersianding Margayya's earnest desire foe
money Dr. Pal wins his heart and tells him that it is moncy that gives people ssthority, dress and fooks.
Muargayya rexlizes that Dir. Pal is the only man equal 1o his disposition. Hence, he positively responds Dr. Pal’s
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statement. Dr. Pal forces Margayyn to buy manuseript on The Bed Life based on Kamsurra which turns him into
anch man over night. He also helpe Margnyya in arranging his scn's marriage with 8 rich girl, Brinda.

The Summing Up

Thus, the central character Margayyn in The Finenciod Expert worked under o Banyan Tree in from of a co-
operative and Land Morigage Bank and in the end he again relums 10 the same business, Novelists ant of

characterization provides a mixed Fare His chicl concern as an anit 8 with the charasters, His Delinextion of
charncters bas rre qualitics of econamy and Delicacy.
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