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ILLUSION AND REALITY IN I, K. NARAYAN'S THE NOVEL SWAMI AND FRIENDS
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ABSTRACT

Swami and Friends (1935} iz the first novel in which BE. Maravan in sealistic in his treatment of characiers
and society, On the surface leve! the novel appears to be o story af boys fior boye. 1t novel encompasses ail the
stock material of a school story: famiy, pavticularly Swami’s refaions with hir futher, hix friendship, his
quarrels, hix feachers, his idleness, hix homework, kv examinations ele. From the begianing to the end the
navel marrates the odveriurer and misadventures of i schoalboy's life; Marapan s account of them, eecording
to Char, iy “realivic and peyekolegically true™ (600, Ar the tifle suggents, the movel deals with the central
characrer, Swami and hiz friends, Mani and Rajom. The plor of the novel is held fogether by the advenlires
and mizadventures of the lnmocent school-boys. There i a series of nosinlpic. mmecdates of bophood, The
perpledities of yowngsters are freated with o clever mock-seriousaesr. The maved (& weithen ln @ simple siyle
which the moveliss war fo pelish and perfect in ki rubseguent novels.

Keywords: anecdotes, noraigic, infanarion

INTRODUCTION

R.K. Marayan very realistically depicts the impact of marriage on o young man like Chandran Afier the
marringe, he is o compietely changed man, lost in his own thoughts. He is obsessed with his wife “Susila, the
fragrance of jasmine and sandal peste, the smokiness of the Sacred Fire, of brilliont lights, music, gaiety, and
lnaghter {164). Far a moeth or so he is absorbed in monologues contering upos Susila and things related to her.
What is funey is that he ndolges in these monologues in the presence of Mohan, bul all this is tree to lif=
Chandran spends much of his thme in writing Ietters 1o his bride s in roading bor letters. Sinee he has fo bive
away from nearly o year, he depends on thess letters to keep emotional and mental company with her. He tetls
Mohan even the subject of these letiers, A few bits of his talks with Mohan show his rapturous infutuation for
Sucila. The mrrator 12l

His talks o Mohan were usually on the suhicst of these letters, “She has written o wenderfal letter to me to-day,
has sddreised me a5 "My Own Darling' for the first time; she has seit me twenty thoasand kisses though 1 ssot
her anly fifteen thousand in my letters.,.” Or “She likes very much the silk pieces that [ sent 1o her, She says
that they are wonderful.™ Or, touching his inner pocket, in which more than one of her letiors always rested,
“Poar girl! She weites asking me to take very great care of my health, Sayn that [ caght ot to get up so earky
wvery morning. She bas inquired abont the busineis and wishes mo more subscribers. She wishes the Daily
Messenger long and [ife and health. She has o very great sense of humour® (1651

It is not ondy the jov in married [ife that Narmyan paisis; he slso painls wormies and agonies assocaated with the
love of young couple. He detoribes Chandran is upset whin he does not receive Susila®s detter for six days in
contimmtion. He fears that she may be down with kigh fever, becagse s5= had writlen in her Inst letter about her
caiching cold. There is no solution to his apprehension and gloom bul to go to Takapar immedistedy for he does
noft know " her people will sttend 1o her propeely...T must go in person and see™ (188). The Bachelor of Arts is
thas a romantic 1ake of two young minds. When the love dosi not mafure into marriage, samynal & the resull of
il. This state too is romantic because Chandran knows that i temparary. This romantic tale sllows Narmyan to
introduce his ronic and comic view of [ife. This i the novel of youth and fis passion, illusion and hear
breaking disillissoamen-realiy.

The aovelist's greatness lies in his depiction of boy"s psychology and his creduliny in his first povel Swami ond
Friends. The issue of illusion and reality becomes prominen! when the narmtor describes the world af boys.
That world is, as already noded, the wirld of illusion; RLK. Marayan creales Biusion of reality when he describes
{hat world Through Swami's encounter with the scripfure teacher Ebenezar, the novelist throw light co the
bey's innocence and ot the same time he exposes ond ridicubes religions fomticism ond coedulity & well The
scripture master condemmns Hindu idolotry and shows Sei Krishna i o very bad light while comparing Him with
Jesus

The world tn which Swami ocoupies the centrul position is really an interesting world of a boy with his
innocence. In Malgudi-the illusion of real world-he can always fall back oo his gl‘nndm:l'lhn'hrtlk':ﬁiilm_“
aguinst the incomprehensible bad temper of father and schoolmaster, Adults sppear quite mad to Swami. His
12
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Father is lable 1o fly off into a rape when he finds his son wandering about the house like an unleashed donkey
before the examinations are duc 10 begin. R.K. Narayan creates the illusive 1own and presents it realistically,
The characters who muve in its termitory are real oncs. The novelist explainy the life and the people of

Mulgedi ol preimbependence time. That Narayan crestes an lusion of the town is made clear by the Tact that he
mever dealt with the physical peography ol Maljpudi ns a set of picce. He simply allows it 1o revea] iselfl beneath
and between the evenis, The reader pomes 1o have a strung fecling for the place’s idemtity,
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