ISSN 2277 - 5730
AN INTERNATIONAL MULTIDISCIPLINARY
QUARTERLY RESEARCH JOURNAL

AJANTA

Volume - VI Issue - | English Part -1 January - March - 2019

Peer Reviewed Refereed
and UGC Listed Journal

Journal No. 40776

IMPACT FACTOR / INDEXING
2018 - 5.6
www.sjifactor.com

% EDITOR +

Asst, Prof. Vinay Shankarrac Hatole

M.50 (Mathva), M.BLA, (Widg ), MBA (HR),
kA .Drama [A-I:hr:'ll'nll. ML Drarm [Priscl, & Dz ], M.EdL

+* PUBLISHED BY «»

%

fAjanta Prakashan
Aurangabad. (M.5.)

acanned with Camscanner



l VOLUME « VUL IS50UE « | « JANUARY < MARCH - 201%
AJANTA - IS8N 2277 - 5730 - IMPALT FACTOR - 5.5 (nww.sjifacior.com)

4. Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj: A Hero for Modern
India

D, Vijayhumar Handal
10N, English Department. B Anal Caollepe Gieora,

Abstraci

A motivated nationalist leader who fought and lived for his people, achicved success
against heavy odds by sheer determination and dedication. s lile is an example o be followed
by voung Indisns. A grest leader in every aspect. he convened his peasani population nto a
motivated and lerocious srmy which never surrendered and created the base of Martha power
which ultimately defemted the Mugthal Empire.

Introduction

=15 there a grester hero, a greater saint, a greater bhakta and a greater king than Shivan”
Shivaji was the very embodiment of 2 born miler of men as wpified in our grem Epies. He was
the tvpe of the meal son of Indin representing the tnie conscigusness of the nation. 1 was he who
shwowesd wlint the future of Indin is paing to be sooner or kater, 4 groap of independent units under
one umbrella as it were, under one supreme imperial suzeramy,”

Chhatrapmti Shivaji in the lnstory ol India. at a time when Hindus were expenencing
greal oppression and humiliation © they were being Killed, their wives and children taken in
sluvery, their temples were being broken, and they were being discriminoted against in vanous
forms, such as 0 the matier of chargmg custom duties, restnctions on therr fuirs aned festivals,
their dismiseal from povernment posts larpe-scale conversions as a pant ol openly declaned
policy of the Muphal Sune, imposition of the religious tax Jiziva for being 8 Hindu. These
discriminmory acts were then poing almost unchallenged, although the Hindus formed more than
W% of the country at that time. Shivaji, who was endowed with walents of the highest onder and a
clewr wiston, was the only ape who stoodap o the injusiee, He had also an inspaning and
endearing  persemnlity which  spontoncously  commandal espect, lovalty and the  highest
sacrifices from his devoled soliiery and peasanis. To creale bis Swaraive, a bald mission,
inspared by the lughest ideals ambilad by Dot Trvnens Duks aemothier snd the saints of Mahemsthm, he
had 1o rouse the sheeping eomcleme of the Hindus, and show them that it was possible 1o
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successfully defy the Mughal power, cast off foreign domination and win freedont from the le
of the Muslim powers. Shivaji embodicd all the qualities that politicians shotld possess in 21s1
century Indin, but do not always have: he was just, Tirm and stood for the weak; he was an honest
and able sdministmtor; be confronted the encmy and was not cowed info submission; he was
devated 10 Mother India wha appeared to him as Bhavoni; be was nuthless with his efemics. bl
spared women. children and his own people; he would po 1o both Muslim and Hindu saints and
endowed mosques as well as temples,

Shivaji visits Agraz- On [4th June 1665 Shivap concluded the '|'rl'-:.l'l}' of Purandar with
Mirza Raja Jai Singh afier approval of the terms by Emperor Aurangeeb. By this Tremy Shivap
had o surrender two-third of his important forts, The Treaty was a set-hack 1o him and he had 1o
take stock of his position vis-avis the Mughal government. Bat how he could do that without
personally assessimg the actual state of the Mughal power.

I was natural for Shivaji to fecl preat hesitation in agrecing o visil Agra to meet the
Emperor for which Mirra Raja Jai Singh was insisting, so much and was urging the Emperor with
equal force 1o receive a visit from the Maratha hero, “Test his heanty goodwill and convert him
into a powerful supporter for the peace in the southermn dominion”, he hod urped the Emperor. Jm
Singh and his eldest son. Kunwar Ram Singh, stood puarntee for Shivagi's life and safewy, The
vigil, though not without hazards in view of Aurangreb’s known character and dobious record,
offered Shivaji an oppartunity to get 2 ‘realistic’ ides of the power of the Mughal Empire and
held forth other opportunitics as well, making it wonh a inal.

After making as perfect amanpgements as possible for his work being carried in his
ahsence, Shivaji set oul from Ragad on 5 Maorch 1666, with his son Shambhaji, and a select
following of officials and servanis and an escori of about 4000 men, for Agra. His arrival in Agra
was to coincide with the 5th lunar binhday of Aumngseb on which occasion a
prand darbar was to be held on 12th May 1666, Emperor Aurangzeb hnd not visited Agra after
wresting the crown from his father Shah Jahan till after the latier's death and hurmed and
unceremonial bunial on 22nd January 1666.

When presented before the Emperor. the latter did not exchange a word with Shivaji whao
was conducted 10 Stand in the line of the mansabdars of 5000 rank. When Khkifas were presented
o Maharaja Jaswant Singh of Jodhpur and two or three other nobles of high rank, Shivaji was
ignored. Shivan angniy left the Coun, loudly exclaiming words of displeasure a1 being slighted,
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and refused 10 see fhe Emperor again, or sccept o meansab or o khilar, There are a number of

b polemporary letiers m Rajasthani which describe the whole sequence of developments. Shiviji

t pemained fn Agra till 15th August in virual confinement tll be mannged to regain his fresdom
~ outwitting the wiliest Emperor ever to occupy the Mughal throne.

Shivaji is a very brave high souled man. The people had been praising his high
l-julrh and courage before. Now that alter coming to the Emperor’'s presence he has shown
 kch audacity and returned such harsh and strong replics, the public extols him for his

 hravery all the more™

Shivaji's Navy & Shi'-'aj.i,ﬂ!: father of the Marathn Navy - his object:

Shivaji and his people had inherited a great military tradition, but the sca was 4 new
element to them. There is no evidence in the past or in the history of the Yodavas of Devgir of
any attempt 1o build & noval power 10 rube the waves. Shivaji is, thercfore, nghtly hailed as the
fother of the Marathe Navy,

The coast line of the Konkan broken by many creeks, offered excellent shelter for ships,
and the rocky islands near the coast presented excelient sites for naval strongholds. Quite early in

- his wonderful coreer, be realized the necessity of a strong fighting fleet for the peace of his
country, the safety of his subjects, and the prosperity of his pons. which should not be at the
mercy of ather naval powers — the English. Portuguese. the Siddis. and Duich. A strong Navy, be
knew, would ensure for the Maratha merchani vessels free navigation of sea and they would not
be required to seek permission of Goa or obtain Poruguese pass-porns, which were given on
certan conditions
Naval Enterprises

Of his Maval expeditions, four are more prominemly mentioned. In February 1665 he
himsgell set out for Basrur with his army in a fleet, which, scconding 1o English Factory Records
had 85 frigates and three great ships. In November 1670, a fieet of 160 sail was assembled al
Mandgaon (in Kelaba district) under Daria Sarang, the Admiral of the Fleet. In 1675 Shivaji sent
40 vessels full of war material by sea to be used in the capture of Phonda, which, along with
Karwar, were two important pests south of Goa. Semetime Ister, his naval forces occupied island
of Kenery, but all artempts 1o subdue the istand Janjira, the stronghold of the Siddis. from where

three carried out plundering raids against the mainland, failed.
Conclusion
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So yes he is- national hero but not for fighting against Mughals but because he was a
preat man. Indeed be is o national icon and deserves great respect. The | 7th-century Maratha
empetor Chhatrspati Shivaji Maharaj is considered as the 'Father of the Indian MNavy'.
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