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e cmations, ideas and thoughts 1oy,

Literature, on the facade, is an outflow of extrem J
| in any sorl of [orm of Merature. %,

subjective or objective. However, content remains most vila KRNI
political, economical and cultural accounts Iargely influence any creative Writer %o CTRll mstes s,
Taking into consideration the chanyes witnessed in every walk of life, the wriler minulely anilyses oy |
records the events so s to make aware the readers of the conlEmpOrary world. Historical events |y,
the French Revolution or the American Civil War hive always inspired literature, 5o the Partition
India in 1947 The Partltion was described h!'- Laed Mountboften as o l!-y'-f.‘.ﬂ' E]"t'lﬂﬂl'f I'-l'-'lhl'.l'l-l'-'.'rfrul-l'llll_. :
operations in hi o

The pmu?lf't:rul' India i< the most throbbing phase of Indian history that altered and affected iy |
course of lives of billions of people who would have otherwise lived a very normal and peacefil [if:
The great pastition resulted in mass migration of people across the newly formed borders and caricd
with it unimaginable brutality, ordeal and devastation. Even in the contemporary situation, the lang.
term consequences of partition are manifested. Moreover, such o perception is aaining ground thy
pastition was not just an event that took place and everything was stable, rather, it brought with o
numerous other problems.

H S Gill's Ashes amd Pelafsfocuses on the approach of Risaldar Santa Singh, the
protagonistpresents the idea of Sikh community and nationhood that is represented through therole of
the protagonist Risaldar Santa Singh who ovently and sprightlydiscards theproposal of Ajit Singh, b
grandson who intends 1o marry Salma. Santa Singh'srefusal of Salma to accept her as his daughter-in-
low shows his vindictivestanceheaded for the Muslims. He has developed this type of
downbeatapproach towards theMuslims because of the traumna of the past. However, Ajit's approval of
Salma divulges the transformation in Sikhs® attitude towards theMuslims. This alterations sunrfaces m
Ajit as Salma’s brother Aslam forfeits his life in saving him, It shows Ajit is not willingly ready w0
accept Salma ns a life partner. Hedoes so because of Aslam’s help in the past, He intends 1o marry her
not because sheis from Muslim family bul because ber brother truly helped him in the pasi. In thiswey,
her intention to marry Salma is not purely unconditional. But it is conditionallove and his desire 19
marry her is also conditional. Even though Ajit seems quite fundamental in his duty and tends to wod
an inter-religious caste girl, his acceptance is not based on his own choice

Furthermore, in the backdrop of brutal bloodshed, Risaldar Santa Singh had to kill his fourteen
years old granddaughter Baljecto tosave ber from physical abuse by Muslims, Santa Singh can aeve
reconcilewith 4 Muslim but his grandson Ajit Singh falls in love with & Muslim girl Salma. He ol
makes constent attempis 1o convince Risaldar that if some people are brutal in this world, there are
generous 100, if bad exists in this world; there is goodness too. Morcover, love can not be bounded 17
terms of cast and religion. He is very firm in his decision 1o marry Salma, He stands for chang
pl:ﬂp::lh:nl'pmp]:mmhﬁdmmdhmﬂmhmpd“mﬁymupcﬂt"d
harmony in the society,

l
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The presemt masterpiece states the defent of kindness amany the Mustims and non-Muslims
lidescribes the end of communal harmony in partition violence in 1947 and i alsoshows the ques for
communal harmony os the wriler shows love aiTalr between Ajitamd Salma. There was the bond of
communal ties before the panition between teMuslims and non-Muslims and such bond ended in
partiticn and the writer again iriesto establish such communal harmaity though the job is difficult and
challenging as hedescribes

In the pre-partition days. the Muslim and the JatSardar had tofled together and

appreciated each other's ways, even thougl s divergent The Muslim was the anisn,

the cobbber nnd the potter. The lat farmer needed all this belp in hig fields The two

grew up in the village, belping sach other. In 1947, when partition came about, Lhe

Muslimamoved away, The village ties between the Muslims, the Sikhs and theHindus

broke and such ties cannot be restored svernight. (128)

The sovel illustrates the train tragedy vibrantly and assiduecusky, The travelers stand inutter confuson.
The actual atrocity of the Muslim sitsck in the irain is descnbed; On the train, all was uiter confusson.
The marsuders came with spears, swords, baumboo kathis, rifles and mmiskets. When the first wave
rushedon to the stricken train someone fired into the big engine loco light andafter that there was no
light anywihsere. There were more than twohundred goondss on foot end horse-tack, camels and oycles,
letting offblood curdling crics of * Allah-o-Akbar™, abusing their mothers andtheir fathers and sisters,
laughing sinisterlaughs that rang far inte the might. The sweat of fear trickled down thenecks ol the
people in the train. (7)

The train tragedy gives & glimpse of the dangerous days of the posi-independencopeniod as
well Remembering the event of train tragedy, Sardar Santa Singh cxpresses surprise, bitterness and
emburrassment when his tall, brave and gentle Ajit sceks hispermission 1o nury Salma, “_..what have
you cime down to, my grandson? Haveyou forgotien Baljeeto, your sister? Your peor sister. | had to
st dead in the train? Have you forgorien the partition and the Musalmans? "(180), It shows Santa
Singhnever wants to compromise with the Muslims dee 1o the deep-rooted trauma of thepast but Ajit
requests him to forget the pust and continue the harmonious relation withihe Mushims, Ajit says that
basically there is no distinction between the Muslims andnon-Muslims and hence should live together
ust like in pre-independent Indin. Agit expresses his firm determination to marry Salmn He thinks that
she is the best girl ofhis choice He says that the contribution of hes brother Aslam is mot of
lessimportance as he saves him from the sttack of the Musfims. S0 he asks his grandfatherio exterd his
blessings to marry Salma. _

Her brother died saving me. | owe my life 1o him. And you sy She is eMusalman. 1s

that & crime? After "47 aren't we all here? All sitting andeating, living and dving

together. Before panition weren'l we all thesame? Have you forgotien Mida, Gama

anicl Rauf, all your friends inthe village in Pakistan? Arc we any different, any of us?

Bapu justthink. You think | bave forgoiien Baljecto. Or cven a single moment ofthal

bioody train. But how leng will we keep on simmering and poisoning cach other’s

minds? Out there, on the front, | have seen allihe blood mingle. But pever did anyone

say it was Hindu, Sikh, Parsi, Jat or Muslim blood. ., (180)

Ajit argues that Aslam and his Sister Salma showld nmbsmqﬂlmlﬁ"_d:‘;::::
positive to him he would not save him even by sacrificing his own fife. Praising Aslam’s

1%
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il noble sacrifice Ajit Speaks-Santa Singh secs the saving figure of dead Aslam. He gain remeqy,
thebloody train, He fears his neighbours. Such thoupht makes him strong and h" [“"'“'—?'-hl-‘ SEO0E i) (g,
withou! responding to his grandson’s request. For Santa Singh, Salma is alien. Ajil's isistence majy, )
feed very ushappy, Salima feels hurt iSanta Singh's contempt for her community. Ajt regrets tha his .,
atill lives in1947, Ajit waunts Salmu to stay as his wife and he accomplishes his desire by going infor o5,
marriage. Salma shows her awareness of mter-caste marmiages and she knowsthere should be no myy,,,
between the Sikhs and the Muslim. She makes no secrotof er unhappiness at Ajit's alfais. Refirmy,, |
imtor-caste marringes of this kind, shesays

But how many such marringes are there? You read what you like toread, Sure, | have read

of the golden wedding made especially inheaven for the Sindhi marrying the Goan girl. Or

the modim Biharimarrying the foreign- refurmed Punjabi. But never in my life have Theard

of Muslim marrying a Sikh. . You seem to forpet 47, Anyhow,1 tell you, 1 am not very

happy with all this. fhest if the Sikls marrySikhs, and the Muslims, Muslims. These things

Just don’t work out inour country, o what you say. {116)

Sardar Sania Singh's final presence al the grand coremony where Ajit Singh tsposthumous),
awarded The Mahabir Chakra for lying down his life gallantly for themotherland gives him preat reliof b,
alTectionately asks Salma 1o proceed to receivithe award. His sense of relief and joy, emanating fiom the
rstronger than that ol hate. Salma's bold expression of love in front of her brotherAslam shows she &
ready o sacrifice for the sake of love and she seems quite mdicalin hor mission and then infends &
mnhlllmh o the meligiows obstacles placing love insupreme position. Her bold and radical aititude can be

Cxpression as sheoxposes ber feedings wath her brother Aslam before he i killed:

You can nbuse your sister and cuese her. When you come bac I
house and throw wiones at her, But As] : Ry sl daghivg ol

ﬁgﬁ..ifmlmlmﬁhmwﬂm’“ﬁ“h o ; 15
hien andbse is sull with you Plegse (169) Ajit. AslamBhaiya, please look afler
Cunchsion:

upon the utter nesd

od i whale
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