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Displacement, Alienation and Search For The Self In Jasmine And Leave It

I To Me
i Dir.Pravin Sonune
Department of English, Deogiri

it ghsh, Deogiri College, Aurangabad
The history of human rece is a saga of migrations. Human beings have migrated from one
part of the globe to another since time immemorial. The hope for better cconommic prospects
and hﬂng, an escape from calsmitous situntions and the desire for full actualization of
potentialities ave been the most potent driving forces behind such movements. The one
particular ﬂ"l“ﬂ_““t characterizes the 20™ century from the cartier periods is the mussiveness
of these migrations. What is most specific about the era is that the people of diverse mees and
clans, ethricity and envitonment have shified their habitats cut of their own cholces, The
reasons may vary, but unprecedented mass migrations huve been the marked characteristic of
the times, “These mass migrstions™ emphasizes Prof, Harish Marang, “have broght disparate
cultures inlo contect — that is qualitatively different from the kind of contact abtained wnder
the paradigm of colonialism. Although the mew binary of the developed/ undevidoped may be
similar, in many wava, to the mastes/ servant relationship unler colonialism, what has made o
mujor difference is the direction of the migrtion. This tme it is the Mountain thal is ‘i‘jﬂiﬁﬂ*
thse Mohammed. It is the servant who has gone and settled down in the master's backyard ™
The whole spectache, however, i not s simple to be taken aceount of. This entire “iside yot
outside’ scenario is full of diverse complexities. I, & vanous eritics pose it post-colonialism
and post-moclernism are about changing world, this changing world fa brought ahout by
migration ond immigrant experience which is imtegral 1o 11, Therefore, “a great deal of critcal
interest as well a5 skephiciem surrounds the dlscourse of dispota and s representation in
literature alongwith its misocissed formulations such as dislocation snd relocation, comphoty
undl resistance, the affirmation of cultural identity and scquiescence 1o the new transplanted

afe

“[igspora” — the term, has gaired prominence and debate in the recent pust. Generally, it is
used to defining & variety of ethnie oroups who form communitics because of an earlier
migration 1o & foseign place, where they have eslablished separate communifies. It is perhaps
problematic, &5 many recent thearsts have noted, to attempl. 1o draw eoncise definition of
diaspora, for as Monika Fiudemik point out, “nobody has the same cream entircly; and
nobody's disspora therefore looks wholly like their neighbours.™' Bill Asheroft, Gareth
Giriffiths and Helen Tiffin define *diasporn’ a4 the voluntary or furcible movement ol peoglcs
from their homelands inta new regions. Robert Cohen describes diasparas &4 the communities
of people living together in one couniry who scknowledge that the old country — o nation
often buried deep in Janguage, religion, custom or folklore-always hes some claim on their
Joyalty and emotions, The dissporic cxperienee i, thus an acganic aon g
in ians, crossings, of boundaries and creations of new horizons, The complexity of this

AT by Rushiie meﬂLMWﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂm"|1 my!:lu]ﬂulvmmmmg
o : . iriate, are haunted by some sense of lass, some LIRS
posation, ““:l;n:..uﬂﬂ;m::ﬂ:k of being mutsted into pillars of st But if we do Took
reclaim, to foo ' e knowledge — which gives rise to profound uncertainties - thal
back, we must also do 50 In :mﬁ. Jdmost inevitably means that we will not be capshle of
EIEEFMI d'i‘;ﬁ?:j:jﬁg that was lost; that we will, in ghort, mnﬂn_fﬁiign!. not actual

plovge i mined.’

clting urﬁllét:ﬁ but {nvisible ones, imaginary homelands, Indizs of thi mi
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Bharsti Mukherjce's novels reflect the two differant scts of experen m;?,:'".;': it
well s an immigrant. The different periods of hef Imﬂn{mnﬂimm bles] g
the period of alienation; the pesiod of evolution; and the percy % ST ;mﬂ"’ has e
through a series of transformations in her ?::u:ﬁl}:fiinn ks s Mﬁ*ﬂ ex
i § 3 :'u
SRR Ot e o o hlmx»;“ unbearable memory of the racism she rm._xr.al

heritape, her subsequent bitter response 1o p e
Candn, and her eventus] dessrmination 1o devote herself 1o the “cruberance ol immipry,, .

Bharati Mukherjee's novels demoastrate a development from an abiding preoccupatiay
the peroblems :Ejmisrnﬂun and the accompanying loss of identity in her earlicr war o, :
exuberant vision of the possibilities of ethnic transformation and mm"i’f“- By the tip,,,
Mukhesies writes Jasarine, she is ready to celebrate: "I'm ane of you now.™ Forgeting j,._
Canadian experience as an expatriste, she is now ready fo welcome "".: freedom and liberty of
America, Unlike Anits Desai, Bharati Mukherjee insists that the immigrunts should comy
of their cocoons of defense into the openness of discussion, And it is this intention sy,
Jasmine is filled with the diasporal dreams and desires with new colour and aspirasy,
Jasmine is 0 novel of emigrstion ond assimilation, both on physical and psycholosiy
levels, In this novel, Bharati Mukherjee fictionalizes the process of Americanization b,
und:!g n young ndian woman's experiences of traumn and trumph in her attempt o frrgs 4
new identity of herself. Primanly sn immigrant narmative, Jesmime explores the proces of
Americanization and brings out the conflict between assimilation and cultural preservativs |
15 & poignant story of survivel, compromises, losses, and adjustments nvolved in the Mrce
of sceuliuration to Amerean life As Jumine says in the novel, “There are no harmless,
compassionale ways io remake oneself. We murder who we were 50 we can rebirth ourelyes
in the images of dreams™ {J.29). Thematically, Jasmiine 15 central to Mukherjee's mission
a wrniter. As she has stnted,

"My matenal is the rnp-:l and -l_hrlm_lc trans{ormntion of the United States since e
exrly 19705, . . My duty is to give voice to continents, but also to redefine {8 ke
of American mnd what mokes an American. ™

Like fnsmine, H:ithm“ believes in personal striving:
iy & Jasmine, [ want to reposition the sters. A1 the same time, | sm ware of
l :mluﬂﬂ fﬁﬂﬂﬁ}:{;ﬂ e ﬂfﬁ '% to say that every single moment has 3
L1 the willingness of Jasmine ey .
past selves that enables them inﬂilm:’::hﬁgﬁn:ﬂwlmnﬂﬁ I TR Sh
futures they propel lhmmim:uwmm“mm o h:'n ut promising fumres, The
the potential for personal, material and spiritua succens I o s o L UL ey do it
able to not merely sirikes roots casily, but also ey ' 10 Jasmine's credit that she
withoul any remorse. This is becaygsp she has -mlﬂ:.m ¥ "
past make you wary, by all means. But do ot fet it deform v -
sesioenon o sossbin Amprscn, It islaing i 1 L S
u . Toa $ x = Jasmine seli fo Mo
i past coomplish her Bsnctic ISI.'HI'I;If'q:,r|'|'|_||'|.|:||-|_|l she conceives 1 child by a wile

cosmos.” As Samir Dayal says, 15 potent in her pregnency, as if she is “cocooming ®

5 advice: *. , . lel he

*...Bhe (Jazmine) & |
i creative. J-niﬁﬂ::g;:n%mtinm proteciress; in her pregnancy by Bud #°
an agend of the life-foree For ?H"lmr like Kali, she is a)sn ultimately a presesvel
Shiva."* o Kali is an nspect of fhe Indian trinity — Brahma, Vish™

|-
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Bud thinks that Jane brought him back from the world of death. Like Latorus, who was
brought by Jesus Christ from the world of death to the earthly world, She appeared like
Jesus' b rejuvenate the harren Baden as well as Bud. Gurleen Grewal remarks:
“As the I'unu.!:lﬂ'rmm she is her own ereator, pregnant with new lifi; as caregives,
sive maiches vlsl'l.ﬂl.l., ihe preserver; a5 Siva's counderpart, Kali, she has killed the
desnon Half-Face, her rapist,” "
Tnsnine's arduous voyage to America shows her stubbom will to survive and her
dm:nfnml}nn to re-create her destiny, She goes through several rebirths to become all
American. Her adaptability and readiness to seinvent hessell aid ber assimifation into
American soctety, Jasmine becomes truly Americanized, not just in peripheral, social or
cultural conventions bat in o primal “intensity of spirit”, She finds peace neither in India, Roe
Amenca, bul in the Amencan dream

Leave It To Me opens with o prologue, where the story of Goddess Dhevi ts told. The seting
is Deevigaon in the state of Rajastan in India. The village is nomed after Devi's adventurous
crusade against and final destruction of the buffale deman Mahisha, who was causing
Bloodshed on the Easth and the Heaven. The prologue is introductory and provides a temgpinte
far rending the novel, The Cosmic Spirit reveals dself in surprising forms 1o the devolees and
kills demons and re-csioblishes the kingdom of hesven. The Cosmic Spirit makes, unmakes

und remakes the world they live in

Bhuruti Mukherjee focused on the lives of the immigrnts and the process of life and desth
again and again 1o face the adversities in the way of their lives, They underge the procces afl
making, unmaking and remaking of their lives. These tales are strange and mysterious in the
niew cubfure, Debby was also regarded ond felt exatic and strange. She wanted 1o explore her
solf identity and roots like Jasmine. Debby dicd and Devi was born her explomatin. She ks
saved from denth by Sister Madeleine, one of the Gray Nuna, Missionaries of Chanty. In &
swarn festimony by Sister Madeleine, she had the name Bahby clear Water Tris-dnughier. Then
she is renumed as Fousting after the Typhoon by the missionaries. She is then ndopicd &5 o
inddler by Munfred and Serenn DiMantino of Schenectady, New York

Immigrants” psyche plays significant role in the process of sssimilotion i the alien land,
Fh}'ﬂmuf the Hﬂmlﬂ.‘“l are ghaorhed in the pew lond bot ke eulnmsl ﬂlEiJT[I'I-Im'I- 18 relobed
with the psyche of the immigrants and so swapping of the culture is diffioult in the process of
wesimilation. Debby reslizes her mugged wlenticy and feels her present identity is a lie,
“Debby DiMastino is a lig” (LM.10), She thinks of hersell as just & “garbage sack thrown oul
on the hippic trail”, (LM.10) & persan a0 Joan b the DiMartinos™ (LM.17). Sensing that she
has an cxotic past and a destiny 100 hig for Schenoctady, Dnhh:.l dmﬂu- be o in search of her
' life she inhabits as & fun-boving coflege girl _fmm !-'icllaﬂn-l:tunlgr. DEﬂ;‘rﬂﬂ:ﬂ ln_ﬁnl-:i oul more

about the impulses behind her lethal behaviour, which she believes must lie in her past,
Debby starts far o new joumney. “When you inherit nothing, you are entitled Io everything, 1
the conclugion she comes to as she scts ool for Californis to investigate her origins, On the
s e, Dabby has w egiphany, md changes her sume — Dev — from the bermper Sk
of 2 Blonde who cuts in on her withoul knowing the Hindu arigins of the name, She becomes
BT e reinisceat of the Indian goddess, “the cight-anmcd, flame bright, Fon
g dispensar of Divine Justice.™ Hor path becames » manifestation of the Hindu deity’s
ferce e Alang with her old identity, Debby sheds her old conventiaas,
swerce and %n:ﬂ::m n;m!ir!l" 211 ailure ond strength and 2ero innocenee” (LM.66-T)
o Lfm l.n-g:!.hn ﬂ Hindu and Greck mythology 10 explare Devi's complex drive 10
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search her own identity. Her journay T;I;ﬂul;?nﬂi:ﬂinn an ﬁmm'.;ﬂ?“-

o Gk o iy Dby i il i, Sho fos o
. from . Hperiicia] |

cnight between cultuns and ’ﬂmrﬁiﬂ through her various racial, cultyry, m:"d

ﬁ';:;{ éﬁiqﬁﬂltlnf .i:l:t'lﬁl,'p'u ;::f-f ihink of Debby as the difficult sister af Sarsmiing tlall

Conclasion: i ;

ukherjee has ercated characters committed to E[mdil}’mq to r:]*': ',"’”'J“""mu'-'ln of the
MM}. MEE. in 1.|I!I.l'i':lil:1.|-i ways, 1o break free of the imprsoning influence qlf iﬂ-"!ll;:
mation, class, race, cven gender, Carmen Wickramagamage summarizes this perspective g,
“She s2es in immigration the opporfunity for new namelives of self that signify not only g,
extent of one's relcase from the constristing aspects of one's primary and social and el
inscriptions, but ales one's shility 1o alter and to be altered by the new cultural landscapg 4,

wila

which one hopet 1o find or construct one’s niche.
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