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o, shivaji's Hindavi Swaraj: A Melting Pot of Cultural
Influences

. Pruvin Sonune
Pleal, Depariment of Faglish, Dvogin College, Anrmgihad,

Mahtna Camdhi onee siid, “we must respevt other nefigions, 48 we nepeet our o,
Ve Bl = ol enough’, There have boen timey when this sentiment could mol fold up
spained hateed and violence however there were other times too when this seutiment Towered
apaind Beavy ol Sevementh century Manatha segion was one saich perioe i the sy of
fhis proat Nt

I B30 whien the Maratha aoblewoman Hjahai brooght forth the second of her twe sons,
firile bl s fennagsine that the boy would grow up e shaner forever the miglt of the Mughal
| o, Hut the Devean mio which Shivagi armived was o Bscinating place, Until fiur vears
bedire hes herth, for instonee the bero of the phateun wis o Musbian warrior enlled Malik Ambe,
whime vateer baegan in skavery in Africa, and culminaied at the beighn of poswer ol glory here in

Ilia The local Sultm was the Niimm Shoh of Almmodispear, whose ancestors were Rahnyinis,

B whose line weleomed hrides of both African amd  Persion extrction. Shivaji’s own
erenidither, Malogi, was elosely alfiliated with beth Malik Ambur tnd tee Nizam Shahi dynasty,
While ks mesiemal famnly bent their men and resoarces 10 te impennl Mughals of Agm. The
horizon was ome of unending military drma, and when Shivap was still a child, the Bist of e
Niram Shaks wos incarcernted inoa Mughal fortress, bis ancestml dommons swallowed in bits
B pacves by Emperor Shahjahun mmd his forces.
The Decean was onee home 1o preat dymasties such as the Yodwvas who Fell before
el i Ehilji in the fourtecmh contury, making way for what Iater became the Rahmani
These carly militnry encounters were times of massive eultuml disraption. though
Th“'"'ﬂlﬂ the new kings setiled down and seached on accommastation with subjects of the old.
Ibl'I'I"'h-'TI-;un':u. and their heirs in Mahartshina, the Nizm Shals, conectod the Decean o Isbimie
Witk o imternational comsmerce, establishing alse fiy the region 3 Persionised court cultre.
Maried Matstha women, patronised the Marathi langiepe. and wene nourished by local
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~ there could be no ather wiy, foe the Muslim aristocrocy in the urhan geatres wis
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i o e oo dominated the vast aml di'u.-i:n.: Countrysig,
ity ool leders of the land, ond wogether birthd s
ill the ambilivs of a northemn emperor reduced she, | |

huarbicapped withwsit the comperall
And s, wisely, they joined fniels W
new. endiring for cemurics in splcuclour |
another tragic chapler, | ‘ A

I'I||1F1I1|: A farsthas o0 ull:i'I:]F1F'-'d their identity i 1 Age of M“j FH?'_ :': the

= i and Sharilji = were by

st of Indo-islamic tedition. Shivaii's fattheer ol s Shuhad _J sy
L If one travels o BRor. the anosg

. ; Sigah Sharil -
instanee, tamed after o Muslim saiml cafled Sl _ , |
sent of the Bhotsle clnn, ihe simodhis of Shivaji s prandfather and oiliens 50 resemble Ishamie

mausolenms that they liave been mistaken foe ~yombs™ like those of the Nizum Shabs and ihy

lejpendary Malik Ambar
The Alricun geseral. in

named its various quiners after Mamiha com
costime, cuisine. and vocabulory two. the Sultans kel their imprint, and many were thie Marshy

families that raced their ghory 10 the serviee of these Muslim sovereigns. Together they mide
history — when in the previous century the Deccan’s Saltans destroyed Vijayanagar, for example
fighting for the Muslim princes were thousands of Martha warniors, In matters of faith als,
meanwhile. there was conversation. Comemporaneous with the saint Tukarom was Mususi, o
ncion of the [akmani dynasty who equated the Bismillah wath the invecation of Rema, while
Eknath feotured i his works pol only Brahming und wniouchables, butl alsy Musiims 2ol

Alricans.

fict, when he established the eity that beeame Aurangshad. cven
manders, paying homauge to their lovahy. Iy

Shivagl, however, wos 0 man who designed o new conception of power. Where his Lt
was accluimed by a Sultan as “the abode of intrepidity and grandeur’, *the pillar of the magt:
snte”, and even “my son”, Shivaji saw in the decline of regional Muslim power an opposiunis
Wﬂ!ﬂlﬂﬂ a whole new onder. Many were the Marathas who saw the choice ns ane bt
presenang regional Muslim polentates, or accepting the Mughal embrace. Shivaji. howew

deared ' :
v something diflcrent altogether, one in which Persian and Islumicate influences 15
conscivaisly discarded 10 colebrgie n'

one of disloyalty ~ instend it was of higher loyalt U
Ot 1o create & *Hindayi kingdom, Mo longer war ™
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crested i nocepting the supremocy ol Perstamised podshulis - et whicn be:conild bocome 3
\faraihey pradsval. ansl extablish a Kingdom of his awn

To be clear, this was not communalism where large numbiers of pronple woke overright 1o
e peofisalion that they canstitued “the Hindus™, seizing amms 1o destroy 4 blanket calegory
aalted “the Muslims™. Shivaji's work was, however, the ervsiallissition of @ new ideology nmong
e political elite of the land. Even s he employed Mustims and supporiced qazls th dispense
ustice, Shivaji netively searched for 0 new form of political expression rooted in Sanskritic
raditsoa

Geneatogical claims linked him with the Rajputs in the north. and by the end of his life,
Shivaji wos writing leters not in Persian - the tonguage of diplomacy at the time — but in
seskrit. Az the Rajyavyavaharakosa (an official dictionary) be commissioned declares,
pvervalued Yovona [foreign] words” were replaced wath “educated speech’,

He had nothing against Muslims as o people, but he jettisoned older sysiems built on
klamic ideals and soupht instend anather on terms inspired by Indion high-tradition. While he
alfied with Subians like the Quth Shah of Golconyla {whose ministers were Brahmins). when he
challenged fellow Hindu Mamthas (whose loyalties lay with Subans);, wwl even as he himsell
came. on one occasion, close to boing absorbed into the Mughal court. Shivap was creating a
fresh self-image which the chronicle Sabhasad bakhar describes as navi paddhati or the new
course, It was by no stretch nationalism defined it communal tenms - it was very much o fewdal
order, derived, however, from Hindu rools,

The Sivabharata, s grand epic eulogizing the domts of Shivaji, was composed in the
Msratha king's own lifetime, giving on the one lhand a vision of his political philosophy, while
i acknowledging long-sinding links between lstamic and Hindu inferests inactual
Irssactions,

Shivaji was, according 1o his court po<t, an incarmation of Vishnu, who “crushes unruly
Muslims’, He protected Brahmins and cows, anid “descended the eanh o sirike’ enemy Sultans,
slamic rufe was o wicked foree, manifest on carth “dispuised us barbanans’ to conquer and
“ommand. “Foreign religions (mlechcha dharmal’ grew. compluins the Sivabharata, and there
05 " preat fouy” ameng the righteous and the just. “All these clans of Muslims ore incornations of
ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂﬂm_' we read ot one point, *risen up 10 flood the earth wlil their own refigion,” Shivag, then,
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ol Malik Ambar, shigl
b the ook when b Pl o . 1 11 ::uluﬂm T- Ambar. an Affican r..m:I::: -h?
I| Iy . I I IH “-ﬂr '"F'Iijm u“—l h
Shivagi™s fther ond other lords in b e mighty gremy 10 the north s e .

besive as U sun’, i likesod 10 8 Hindu einl. while orstalgic’ about ther -'ih-!'li

demon. When Shahsl Jeaves the Nizom Shah's ranks. he I‘. n
wvice with the Adil Shah of Buyapar. another of the Deceg,

the lund of ‘Lord Ramn himeell”. The Nizm Shab, wh,
to whom barbs agming Tyl

interiwined past: o e acoepis 4
Sedenna, tat Kingdom is Ikened to
mssociate Shivaji's grmdfither was is described as o dharmatr,
do not apply, And when Afzal Khan is despatched to destroy Shivaji, with him march Maraha, -

Judlvry, Bhonske. Nalk. CGihorpude und mons — while Shivaji. we know, held the Toyally of meq
fike Skkh Ihrabim

In theory, then, the Sivabharata visuolised o "Hindavi® kingdom built on o rejection of
Istamic kingship. b even Shivaji's coun poct could not ignore the reality of Muslim-Morsihg
associtions in this erbulent period. There was ideology that wis differemt from it
predecessors”, and then there was mixed reality —ench fed off the other, and neither was absolse
i its inflocnce.

The Sivobhurata, however, also had snother significant role to play. one in which an
emphasis on Sanskritic trdition was inlépral. Completed in time for the coronation ceremony
K:::::h;:::::: ﬁ :‘:‘:‘::E:“‘::::m'ﬂ king. a pocm ke this was s
Vijayanegar had applied the word *Hindy® 1 Al Ih'r“- m-ilﬂl:”'. original — the emperors of

“ir self-image. even as, without irony. the

did baule with other Hindu kings and employed Myal:
u=limg
similarly, articulated before Shivaji 2 *Hindy® | ms by the thousands. A Telugu text
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s, Tt boundaries hetweon e fwe wie. = |
i Were ool entirely clenr, lileed, i o Sivabhisia conto,

" A H Eatia T ;
A el fonds Sl R T FFaStay i CUTILPIRE 0% fak ""“I}' o ol el Tiodks® but-nke the: muloes
of Ml Randihaars thue i Kestuniy e hoerdu -

il iy ether Hindu principalities
ki too, like Ml i, Jid new

theet the studards of s Hindavi vision,

Shivaji. thei. wis 2 chullenge 1o the extablislument of his day, an establishment defined in
pepens that were Pessianised and Islamic, Ang i wirs o challenpe ssserted in o consciousty Hindu
fashio. Wit b creating o nationalist “Hindu St ws his Hindavi kingdom is today sometimes
defineal, o was his worid cntirely syneretic, @ imeling pot of eultural inflocrices?

The s lies somewhere i the middle - where culture and the lives of the peaple
were an ocean of sharad experience, the politics of the elite could define itsell in langunge thi
songht w estnblish compeling nurmiives. Energised by buth, the eclectic traditions of his land,
and the rghteous Toree of ideology, Shivaji csasblished his Marstha swarsj,

The Deccan wherg he was barmn had seéen Hindu princes absorb Muslim influcoce. and
Muslim kings worship Hindu gods: it bsd seen Bralimins become Sultans, and a Muslim seck
Brabminbood. Mow, however, it apened a new chapter in the history of India, one in which this
land become the scene of contested power. destined to po down also ns the graveyard ol the
Muaphals and their formidable empire. And the man who @ood @ the cusp of this greal
transformating wis Shivaji the Maratho, Vishms-inearsate fn Sandknt poetry, pragmatic Wirmior-
kimg m reality,
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