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25. Disruption, Transformation and Assimilation in

Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine

D, Pravin P, Sonune
Head, Depaniment ol English, Deogiri Colege, Aumnasbod,

“Dispora” — the term, has gained prominence and dehute in the necent pust. Generally, it
i used 1o defining & variety of ethnic groups who farm communities becise of an earlier
migration 1 0 foreign place, where they huve established seporte communities. It is perhaps
poblemotic, o5 many recent theorists have noted, to alempt 10 drw 4 concise definition of
diaspora, for s Manika Fludemnik point out, “nobody has the same dream entirely: and nobody's
diaspura therefore looks wholly |ike their neighbours. " Bill Asherofi, Gareth GrifTiths wnd Helen
Tiffin define *disspora’ as ihe voluntary or forcible movement of peoples from their hormelands
imio e repions. Robert Cohen describes d:insp-um:.} i the communitics of people fiving torether
in ane country who acknowledge that the old country — # nation often buried deep in linpuspe.
religicn, custom or foiklore-always has some claim on their loyalty and emotions. The dinspanc
experience is, thus an orgamc fusion of mltifarious intersections, erossings, of boundaries and
creations of sew horizons. The complexity of this experience is brought out by Rushdie in the

fablowing manner: “1t may be that writers in my position, exile o emigrams of expotriale, ure

huumied by some sense of loss, some urge to reclaim, o look back, even at the fisk of being

gives rise 1o profound uncertainties - that our physical alienation from India almost inevitably

shisrt, crente fictions, ot actunl cities or villages, bul invigible ones, imaginary homelands. Indias

al the mind ™ i
e mind, Maximialists” in The New York Times

In her anicle speiks for “the New Americans” fram

! ) . 1o know who
ook Review, Bharati Mukherjee i is pertinent in the context of the mainsiream

jves of the minority Americans who hmve
recenl Limes. She | sour that these
wave nol found a place

“Immigrant Writing: Give us youl

"eviraditiona] immigrant countries. This question
Amesican fiction which does not desl with (¢ | e
“siderable pliered the cultural landScape * Wﬂ: " ¢ to belong™ |
People iy spite of their “sophistication and strugghe and hunge

=l I
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it the American Betlon,” Hence the ond wls

the ermn apensdn of Mukherjee,

Bharti Mukherjee's mvels reflisgl et B
wls ol her liters
fan: and the perind of assimilation, She by,

dilTerent sels ol expenences: ol m EXputrin

. rofession cin b assemble
an well as an immigrant The different perns wy p d s

the period of alictation: the period of evolul

throwgh o serfes ol runsformitions in e oW identity. reflected in her works: her curly Atlemapiy

tr reveal her fdemtity on the hasis of bsils er Fadinn back proid and Indisn cultural heritize, he

subsequent hitter response o the wobearmahle memory of the racism she fced in Cannda, and hey

eventinl determinotion i devoe hersell b the “exuberance ol inimigraion.”

Her novels deal with the issues crnating from (e gap between expatriation and
wssimilution. Initially, she imagined o model in V5. Naigaul amd tried o explore “stae-of-thean
expatrtation,” Like him, she wsed “a mordant nd sl [oprotective im“}""d in describing her
chameters” poin, because ioay promised both detachment from and superionity over those well-
boed post-colonials much like ayvdi. wleh mothe pew workd wondering if they would ever
bebong.™ Afier her hitter experienees in Cieda, her i peation 1o the sates his hrought about
o rmfical shill in her attitude. For her U was o movement away from nsense of loneliness, o
common chamcteristic of all exiled o “tlhe exubermnee of immigmtion™ She looks wpon her
Indianness us & Tmgibe wentity 1o be preserved agoima oblitermtion,™ which she iecs now o6 7
set of Auid identities o be celebmied.” T her explination is not only o great temiptation bl alus
“the enemy™ ol the ex-colonial: 1 peking 2 comitry. avoiding all messiness of rebirh s a0
immilpront evenhunlly harms even the finest sensibility, The work becomes the country, 1he
uthor trrannires his creation with a Caanist arbitrarines, ™ Bul being
declassd.” On passing through the final stuge of naturalization she found that gxpericnce 10 B
“roughly religious” like “the experience of Elior, Wargh wad Cireene on being received inte the

Church,™ Emry i |
| Therefire the FTATHRIINT 20 many thme b and the pssimitlation 1s & :-Iiiﬁm'"] pet
i recurming theme of Mukherie's Giction

Fharati
with the

an immigrnt is “very

M'-lt.l'l-cl'_in!'lt novels demonsargy a development From a0 abiding [l'll:ﬂﬂ'“l'l'"“
m““hﬂm::ifh:nm::h:ﬁm x: ="t.”'|'|t[1[|:n!.'|'|-||; Joss of identity in her carticr work- ¥
By the time Mukberee Ilr]Iil::n.hlul' sthnic tessfurmustion and re-incamation. .

!-“mu:.'njnil her Canadion i""il"'l'ﬂl:'n:ul. s ﬂ.m ' ready 1o celebaate: “1"m e 0f :,nu.nm"
W expattiate, whe s now ready o weleome 1 fpeedoi®
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yention that Jasmine is filled with ||y dinspera] e Ao 1 s

shreams gnd do
—— W% anal diesiee with new cobingr =nd
H"l"'j Is 2

2 |

Jasmine s o novel of emigration ang ISR et . oy ih
5 i il

i : phivsieal and psychndngicul
jevels. I this novel. Bhamt Mukheree Retionalizes the procee of §

] . : Americmizstion by tracing
U Indian woman' s experiences of tramms and tristnph b her anempd 1o Sorye @ new dennin
1II"|'|'-'|:?"'"-

Primarily an imnigrant narmtive, Josming explores the process ol Amencaniyation ood
hrings oul the conflict between assimilation and eubimi preservation. [ s 8 poignani siory of
wrvival, compromises, losses, and ndjusiments involved in - process of accubumtion o
smerican life. As Jasmine says in the novel, “There are no harmless, composssonal Wiys o
ke onesell. We murder who we were 3o we ean rebinh ourselves in the images of deeams”
(170), Thematically, Jasmine is central to Mukherjee's mission os a weriter. As shie has stated,

unly material is the rapid and dromatic transfirmation of the Unlted

Stales sinee the carly 19705, . . My daty is in give voice 18 capntinents,

hut alés to redefine the mature of Americun gnd what makes an

American,™" _
Like Josmine, Mukherjee helieves in L g hie same time, 1 om
aLilie Jusmine, 1 want to repasition {he stars. AL the :
= El } I
: f salying this is 10 a2
: o design. My wax @ ol
aware of a larger Uesig \at 1o discover purpese.

; wrder
Others of s, fukherjec’s elhinic characiers 10 murde

gl EVERY

single moment s o purpose: Iw

s bt promSIng fytures, The

suceesshil. Pt they do herve the

- ine and
It is the willingness of Jasm . advanee ima unk!

arrh | ﬂﬂ'i'i"'l
their past selves that enables them 10 ¢ aynranteed o be

Are oo
Yutures they propel themselves yoward

1 pxs
g |'|1“=|I sect
md Fn ]‘H:I‘ |l|'l-ﬂl}- ’

- f
: _ Iy, but also uprod
Poential for personnl, myterial rikes fools S5

s nhle 1o
It is 1o Jnsmine’s credit that she 15 &
I‘.':T'FL'][ Wwitly fT-LLIIll o [ sl move o -
i g R
M. Gordan's adviee: = . - 1¢! the o=t gainEAreEn A ramsinrmatiea. she

n - aintion inl®
" (1131, In her desire forf assirnil

i To weetf
burn hef Hindu past IR
ﬂilﬂuﬂ:hﬁ
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y the heartland mivd feels patent i her priyn,, o §

eoncelves a child b a swhile Amencin fro :

she is “cocooning o commes.” As Samir [Jayal says.
“...5he (Josmine) b a conscient
preanancy by Bud, she is ereative. J

filke Kali, she s also ultimutely o preserver, and an agent of the

jous profectress; in her
gemine is & destrover but,

life-faree. Fur Kali is an aspeet of the Indian trinity - Brahma,
Vishnu, Shiva,™"

Fiud thinks vhnt Jane browught him back from the world of death. Like Lazans, wihe g
browghi by Jesus Christ from the world of death to the carthly world. She appeared like * Fesyy ko
repuveriate the barren Baden as well ns Bud. Gurleen Grewal remarks:

“AS tae female Brahma, she is her own creator, pregnunt with
mew lile; os earegiver, she maiches Vishno, the preserver: as
Siva's countorpart, Kali, she has killed the demon Hulf-Face,
her rapist,™
Vo sum up, Bharati Mukherjee's magsium opus Jasmine divalges that the protaeonis
Jasmine is a survivor. fighter and o trend setter, Jasmine s u shrewd contestant in the domman
rom Jyou 1o Yasmine,

Jasmine 1o Jazey, Ja
b Jase and fimally 1o June, This ety trinsformations t

is marked by changes in behaviour and

Fusmvine sets hersell 10 be o best exampie for

I overcoming variis sl i

; o ng blocks despite difficubics. The

transformation of Jasmine i fll of viplenee wilh dninisgestich i E . 1mmw

chonges in ber in all , Y ngs

arduous voyaye tn ﬁm:?:j'::rgfu mhnl‘“ﬁ“ﬂlh emationally and physically. Jusmine'*
e » et stubbom will 1o survive and her determipotion o re-crese

personality. Throuzh her visrious Iranslirmumions
the pirls in rustic arcas

:d‘:::m}ll PRI Tnih seven rehinhs gy become gl American. Her ndaptability ar
i i i yi o n. Her ahLiit
Ameri S TEsimilation iy Ametican society, Jusming becomes !
mericangeed, st fiest in per A Aely. Jnsmine '
T IP'.'."FI‘EHL LR T o #Uilurul Couventi - . i e il
sparit”, She finds peace neither in o THons but in a primal “inecensity
Ut in the American dream.
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